CLAIMS 



What is claimed is: 



comprising the step 5 



1 . A method for allowing a portable digital imaging device to receive an 
^ ( attachment associate d with an email message, a first type of attachment being allowed by the 
portable digital imaging device, the attachment being described a second type, the method 
of: 

(a) determining whether the first type is the same as the second type prior to 
sending the attachment to the portable digital imaging device; 

(b) providing the attachment to the portable digital imaging device if the first 
type is the same as the second type; and 

(c) rdfusing to provide the attachment to the portable digital imaging device if 
the first type is not the same as the second type. 



2. ' "he method of claim 1 further comprising the step of: 

(d) -eceiving the attachment and the email message from a sender; and 

(e) [receiving the first type from the digital imaging device. 



3. | The method of claim 1 wherein the email message further includes a header 
indicating thd second type of the attachment and wherein the determining step (a) further 
includes the f teps of: 

(al) reading the header to determine the second type. 
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The method of claim 3 wherein the header includes a name and the second 



type designation and wherein the reading step (al) further includes the steps of: 

(ali) reading tne header to determine the name, the second type designation, or 
both the name and the second type designation. 

5. The mefhod of claim 4 wherein the determining step (a) further includes the 

step of: 

(a2) utilizin 
second type designate 



ic n 



6. The m 
preference and where 



first preference if the 



preference if the first 



I the name, the second type designation, or both the name and the 
to determine whether the first type is the same as the second type. 



thod of claim 1 wherein the first type further includes a first 
n the attachment providing step (b) further includes the step of: 



(bl) detern ining whether a second preference of the attachment is the same as the 



first type is the same as the second type; 



(b2) modif /ing the attachment to provide a modified attachment having a third 



type is the same as the second type and if the first preference is 



different from the second preference, the third preference being provided from the first 
preference and being the same as the second preference; 

(b3) providing the attachment to the portable digital imaging device if the first 
preference is the same as the second preference; and 

(b4) providing the modified attachment to the portable digital imaging device if 
the first preference is not the same as the second preference. 
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7. The method of cl/iim 1 wherein the portable digital imaging device further 
includes a digital camera. 



8. 



A server for al 



of email messages capable o 



)wing a portable digital imaging to receive an attachment 
associated with an email message, a first type of attachment being allowed by the portable 
digital imaging device, the at achment being described a second type, the server comprising: 
at least a first server process for receiving a plurality of email messages, the plurality 

including the email message; and 
a screening unit, coninunicatively coupled with the at least the first server process, 
for managing the email message, the screening unit for determining whether the first type is 
the same as the second type prior to sending the attachment to the portable digital imaging 
device, providing the attachment to the portable digital imaging device if the first type is the 
same as the second type and refusing to provide the attachment to the portable digital 
imaging device if the first ftype is not the same as the second type. 



9. The served of claim 8 further wherein the server receives the first type from 
the digital imaging device. 

10. The serve r of claim 8 wherein the email message further includes a header 
indicating the second ty >e of the attachment and wherein the screening unit determines 
whether the first type is the same as the second type by reading the header to determine the 
second type 
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1 1 . The server of claim 10 wherein the header includes a name and the second 



type designation and wherein 
second type designation, or b 



the screening unit reads the header to determine the name, the 
th the name and the second type designation. 



12. The server of claim 1 1 wherein the screening unit utilizes the name, the 
second type designation, or bpth the name and the second type designation to determine 
whether the first type is the same as the second type. 



13. The server ofl claim 8 wherein the first type further includes a first preference 
and wherein the screening unit further determines whether a second preference of the 
attachment is the same as the first preference if the first type is the same as second type, 



modifies the attachment to 
first type is the same as th<; 



provide a modified attachment having a third preference if the 
second type and if the first preference is different from the 
second preference, the thiifd preference being provided from the first preference and being 
the same as the second preference, provides the attachment to the portable digital imaging 
device if the first preference is the same as the second preference and provides the modified 
attachment to the portable digital imaging device if the first preference is not the same as the 
second preference. 



14. The server 



includes a digital camera. 



of claim 8 wherein the portable digital imaging device further 



15. A server for allowing a portable digital imaging to receive an attachment 
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associated with an email messageJa first type of attachment being allowed by the portable 
digital imaging device, the attachment being described a second type, the server comprising: 

means for receiving a plurality of email messages, the plurality of email messages 
capable of including the email message; and 

means for managing the email message, the managing means further including 
means for determining whether the first type is the same as the second type prior to sending 
the attachment to the portable (digital imaging device, means for providing the attachment to 
the portable digital imaging device if the first type is the same as the second type and means 
for refusing to provide the attachment to the portable digital imaging device if the first type 
is not the same as the second type. 



16. A computer-readable medium including a program for allowing a portable 
digital imaging to receive wi attachment associated with an email message, a first type of 



attachment being allowed 
described a second type, 

(a) determinin, 
sending the attachment to 

(b) providing 



y the portable digital imaging device, the attachment being 
tl e program including instructions for: 

whether the first type is the same as the second type prior to 
the portable digital imaging device; 

le attachment to the portable digital imaging device if the first 



type is the same as the se :ond type; and 



(c) refusing t ) 



the first type is not the s£ me as the second type 



17. A method 



provide the attachment to the portable digital imaging device if 



for allowing a portable digital imaging to receive an attachment 
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associated with an email message, a first type of attachment being allowed by the portable 
digital imaging device, the attachment being described a second type, the method 
comprising the steps of: 

(a) utilizing the pohable digital imaging device to determine whether the first 

type while receiving the email message; 
tachment if the first type is the same as the second type; and 
(c) terminating reqeipt of the attachment if the first type is not the same as the 
second type. 



type is the same as the second 
(b) accepting the a 



18. The method o 



(d) allowing a 
message to be provided to thfe 



claim 17 further comprising the step of: 
us^r of the portable digital imaging device to select the email 
portable digital imaging device. 



19. 



The method c 



steps of: 



claim 17 wherein the utilizing step (a) further includes the 



(al) reading a portion of the email message; and 



(a2) determining 
portion of the email messade 



whether the first type is the same as the second type based on the 



20. The method 



of claim 19 wherein the email message further includes a header 
of the attachment and wherein the reading step (al) further 



indicating the second type 
includes the steps of: 

(ali) reading the [header to determine the second type. 



1590P/P196 



31 



2 1 . The method of claim 20 wherein the header includes a name and the second 
type designation and wherein the reading step (ali) further includes the steps of: 

(alia) reading the he; ider to determine the name, the second type designation, or 
both the name and the seconq type designation. 

22. The method df claim 21 wherein the determining step (a2) further includes 
the step of: 

(a2i) utilizing the liame, the second type designation, or both the name and the 
second type designation to determine whether the first type is the same as the second type. 

23. A portable digital imaging device capable of receiving an attachment 
associated with an email message, a first type of attachment being allowed by the portable 
digital imaging device, the ittachment being described a second type, the portable digital 
imaging device comprising 

means for communi 

a screening unit, co 
the portable digital imagin 
second type are the same. 



Dating with a mail server; 

lpled to the communicating means, the screening unit allowing 
device to accept the attachment only if the first type and the 



24. The portable digital imaging device of claim 23 wherein the screening unit 
further determines whether the first type is the same as the second type while receiving the 
email message, accepts ti e attachment if the first type is the same as the second type and 
terminates receipt of the i ttachment if the first type is not the same as the second type. 
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25. The portable digital/ imaging device of claim 23 further comprising: 

a user interface coupled with the communicating means, the user interface allowing a 

user of the portable digital imagipg device to select the email message to be provided to the 

portable digital imaging device. 



26. The portable dig ital imaging device of claim 24 wherein the screening unit 
further reads a portion of the er lail message and determines whether the first type is the 



same as the second type based 



)n the portion of the email message. 



27. The portable di >ital imaging device of claim 26 wherein the email message 
further includes a header indicating the second type of the attachment and wherein screening 
unit further reads the header p determine the second type. 



28. The portable Jdigital imaging device of claim 27 wherein the header includes a 
name and the second type designation and wherein the header reading means further read the 
header to determine the najne, the second type designation, or both the name and the second 
type designation. 



screening unit further 
the second type designation 
type. 



29. The portatfle digital imaging device method of claim 28 wherein the 

utilizes the name, the second type designation, or both the name and 
to determine whether the first type is the same as the second 
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30. A computer-readable medium containing a program for allowing a portable 
digital imaging device to receive an attachment associated with an email message, a first 
type of attachment being allowed by pe portable digital imaging device, the attachment 
being described a second type, the program including instructions for: 



(a) utilizing the portable 
type is the same as the second type 



(c) terminating receipt 
second type. 



digital imaging device to determine whether the first 
while receiving the email message; 



(b) accepting the attachment if the first type is the same as the second type; and 



f the attachment if the first type is not the same as the 



3 1 . The computer-re; 



for: 



(d) allowing a user c 
message to be provided to the 



lable medium of claim 30 further comprising instructions 



the portable digital imaging device to select the email 
plortable digital imaging device. 



32. The computer-readable medium of claim 30 wherein the utilizing instructions 
(a) further includes instructior s for: 

(al ) reading a porti m of the email message; 

(a2) determining vs^hether the first type is the same as the second type based on the 
portion of the email message 



33. The computer-readable medium of claim 32 wherein the email message 
further includes a header indicating the second type of the attachment and wherein the 
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reading instructions (al) further includes instructions for: 

(ali) reading the header to determine the second type. 

34. The computer-readable medium of claim 33 wherein the header includes a 
name and the second type designation and wherein the reading instructions (ali) further 
includes instructions for: 

(alia) reading the header to determine the name, the second type designation, or 
both the name and the second type designation. 

35. The computer-readable medium of claim 34 wherein the determining 
instructions (a2) further includes instructions for: 

(a2i) utilizing the name, the second type designation, or both the name and the 
second type designation to determine whether the first type is the same as the second type. 

36. A method for allowing an image capable of being from a portable digital 
imaging device to be viewed by a recipient, the method comprising the steps of: 

(a) receiving the image and an identity of the recipient; 

(b) storing the image in a location having an address; and 

(c) sending a message to the recipient using the identity of the recipient, the 
message including the address and excluding the image. 

37. The method of claim 36 wherein the image and the identity of the recipient 
are received from the portable digital imaging device. 
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38. The method of claim 36 wherein the identity of the recipient and the image 
are contained within a single image file. 



39. The method of claim 36 wherein the receiving step (a) further includes the 



steps of: 



(al) receiving the image and the identity via file transfer protocol. 



40. The method of claim 36 wherein the receiving step (a) further includes the 



steps of: 



(al) receiving the image and the identity in via email. 



41 . A server for allowing an image capable of being from a portable digital 
imaging device to be viewed by a recipient, the server comprising: 

at least one server process receiving the image and an identity of the recipient; 
a memory, 

at least a second abrver process, coupled with the at least one server process and the 
memory, the at least the second server process for storing the image in a location in the 
memory having an address and sending a message to the recipient using the identity of the 
recipient, the message ii icluding the address and excluding the image. 

42. The server of claim 41 wherein the image and the identity of the recipient are 
received from the ports ble digital imaging device. 
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43. The server of claim f\ wherein the identity of the recipient and the image are 
contained within a single image fi| 



I 

ri! 

-4 
"4 



44. A computer-readaple medium having a program for allowing an image 
capable of being from a portable [digital imaging device to be viewed by a recipient, the 
program including instructions fpr: 

(a) receiving the imlge and an identity of the recipient; 

(b) storing the image in a location having an address; and 

(c) sending a messige to the recipient using the identity of the recipient, the 
message including the address and excluding the image. 

45. The computer/readable medium of claim 44 wherein the image and the 
identity of the recipient are received from the portable digital imaging device. 

46. The computer-readable medium of claim 44 wherein the identity of the 
recipient and the image are/contained within a single image file. 



47. The computer-readable medium of claim 44 wherein the receiving 
instructions (a) further includes instructions for 

(al) receiving t le image and the identity via file transfer protocol. 



48. The comp 
instructions (a) further in 



iter-readable medium of claim 44 wherein the receiving 
eludes instructions for: 
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^ 1 (al) receiving thp image and the identity in via email. */ • 4 
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